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to take the management of any of our ships which it may be necessary or
thought proper to send thither from any of our settlements.
37.   You will observe by the lists of ships taken up that we send two to
Fort Marlborough this season viz., the Earl of Holderness and the Delawar ; if
they arrive there safely they may possibly be sufficient to bring home all the
pepper on hand.   But as you and the President and Council at Fort St. George
will have later intelligence from thence than we can have, we must leave it to
you and them to take the proper steps to provide tonnage for the surplus
pepper if any such there shall be.
38.    In order to prevent as much as possible the commander of our ships
carrying out or bringing home any persons without license, you will observe
we have inserted a new clause in their instructions by which they are directed
on their arrival in the Downs outward bound to send us a list of all the passen-
gers on board and in case they shall afterwards receive any others before their
departure from England to send us a list of them also and on their arrival at
their consigned ports in India they are further directed immediately to send a
list of them to the Governor and Council and on their return to England or
any port in Europe they are to transmit us an account of such as took their
passage from India for Europe.   We hope these checks will answer our inten-
tions and in order thereto you must call upon the commanders for their lists
of passengers from Europe, also of those from India and carefully transmit
them to us for our information,
39.    It not being practicable to send you by this early conveyance a list
of investment, especially as no ships are arrived from you this season, we can
only refer you to our last which is in general to be the plan by which you
are to be regulated until we are able to form and transmit to you an exact list
accompanied with such observations and directions as shall appear necessary.
40.    As saltpetre is greatly wanted here and we shall expect a considerable
quantity on every ship to be dispatched from our three Presidencys, as well in
aid to their tonnage as to supply the present demand, you must make an early
and sufficient provision of that article upon the best terms you can, not only
for the ships to be laden home from Bengal but also to supply our Presidencies
of Fort St. George and Bombay by all and the first conveyances with what
they shall want or may indent for, and if any ship or ships shall be sent to
Fort Marlborough to fill up for England, care must be taken that proper quan-
tities are laden on such ship or ships.
41.   If Mr. Richard Wilder, who went from hence in the Elizabeth to
regulate your silk investments, should be in Bengal when this comes to hand,
you are to remind him of proceeding to Fort St. George agreeable to his ins-:
tructions to be there so early in the year 1759 that he may be in time to take
passage for Canton in one of the China ships, we having given the necessary
orders for that purpose to the President and Council there,
42.   We have chosen Mr. Henry Goodwin to be a writer on the Bengal
establishment.   As he had our permission to proceed to Fort St. George last
season on the Pitt, he is accordingly to be deemed a writer of that season
and take his standing next below James tLawrell and his five years' servitude is
to commence accordingly from the time of the arrival of the other writers.
43.   We have chosen and appointed 10 more young gentlemen to serve